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Sir William defends the assaults and looting because they are
resorted to in ceall other countries". I take leave to deny that
peaceful assemblies, no matter how unlawful, are ever dispersed
by force in any other country or that it has been ever before done
even in India. Such assemblies are dealt with by summoning
the conveners, and if necessary the audience, and imprisoning
them. Abolition of corporal punishment is the first step to
civilized government. Let the public bear in mind the fact that
these public meetings take place not to preach or practise violence
but to test a precious public right. Speakers and spectators may be
arrested but certainly not assaulted and dragged.
As if Sir William felt the shame of his brutal confession, he
wound up his brazen defence by irrelevantly dragging in the
Gorakhpur incident, to prove that volunteers who sign the
pledge of non-violence are not all non-violent. The brutal conduct
of the Ghauri Ghaura crowd was indefensible. One does not
know whether it contained volunteers. Let the volunteers who do
violence be punished by all means; but no such mob misconduct
can possibly excuse the use of force against innocent and inoffensive
men.
But non-co-operators must beware of being enraged by such
lawlessness of the Government. They have to live it down by
patient suffering and not even mental retaliation. The incidents
I am collecting from week to week are intended to prove the infi-
nite capacity of the Government to use force. We must, therefore,
develop an equally infinite capacity for suffering if we are to
replace Government by force by Government based upon popu-
lar will. Force will be used even under popular Government,
but it will then, "as in all other countries'* be used against those
only who seek to thwart the public will by force. Mr. Montagu
puts the Moderates clearly on the wrong track by telling them
that European Governments are based on force. It would be im-
possible in London or Paris to disperse peaceful crowds even
though they might have gathered together in breach of a law,
unless they have gathered to use or to preach the use of force.
SUSPENSION
But Ghauri Ghaura has opened up a new duty before non-
co-operators. The resolutions of the Working Committee re-
produced elsewhere1, call upon non-co-operators for the time
being to suspend all civil disobedience activities, mass as well as
1 Vide "Working Committee's Resolutions at Bardoli", 12-2-1922.